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Adams is awarded an Honorary

Doctorate in Native Leadership from
Northwest Indian College. Hank Adams

collection

HANK ADAMS

ing the fight said the cause
demanded the attention of
“anyone in the hemisphere
with a conscience.” Adams
also played a role in the ne-
gotiations of the U.S./Can-
ada Pacific Salmon Treaty
and helped secure the Little
Big Horn National Monu-
ment Indian Memorial.

In recent years, Ad-
ams has devoted hours to
mentoring Indian young
people—educating the
next generation on the im-
portance of treaty rights,
the wisdom in their history
and their role in the future.
“It's for my nephews and
nieces, for Indian fami-

lies,” Adams says. “Not one person born in this century will
vote in this election, yet it’s their century.
“How can we expedite solutions and alleviate the effects

A popular speaker with Indians and non-Indians alike, Hank remains a
tireless advocate for treaty rights. At the Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National

Wildlife Refuge. Hank Adams collection
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of climate change rather than simply accept a time schedule for
everything bad to happen? Can we affect the rising ocean levels?
Can we keep those villages in Alaska on beaches where they now
are? Are we going to have to move them off? And if we have to
move Miami, are we going to forget about those Indians and
Natives on the Alaskan beaches?” He said that with a sardonic
chuckle before adding, “There are a lot of things beyond your
control but you do what little you can with the little time that you
have. But, you also recognize that time is so short.”

One of his ever-present Winstons in hand, the lifelong
activist commiserates at the refuge with a couple of Nisqually
Indians over last-minute details for an upcoming canoe jour-
ney before quietly heading home.

“Somewhere in Olympia, Wash.,” says Ramona Bennett,
a former Puyallup chairwoman, “there is a thin, aging Assini-
boine-Sioux man leaning over a computer. He is making sure
we have a tomorrow.”

Trova Heffernan,
Legacy Washington
Published 2016

Adams’ longtime relationship with the family of Billy Frank Jr. dates back
more than a half-century. Here with Maiselle Bridges, Billy's older sister.
Laura Mott
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SOURCE NOTES

This picture appears on the cover of The Hank Adams Reader, a collection
of Adams’ most important writings during his lifelong career as a political
strategist and activist. Hank Adams collection

Description of Trail of Broken Treaties, Hank Adams, Survival of the
American Indian Association, in a Press Statement, Hank Adams Papers,
Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library, Princeton, NJ

“Indian leaders discuss caravan, The Seattle Times, 10-07-1972
Night in a rat-infested church, Adams to author, 04-01-2010

References to sightings during the BIA occupation on the front steps,
Laura Watterman Wittstock, We Are Still Here, A Photographic Essay of the
American Indian Movement, (2013).

Men, women and children inside the BIA, Mavis Richardson, PhD, The
BIA Occupation: The Media Frames A Native American Struggle to Gain
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Communications Annual Conference Denver, CO 08-2010

“slender, dark,” Leonard Garment, Crazy Rhythm from Brooklyn and jazz to
Nixon's White House, Watergate, and beyond, (1997)
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Papers, Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library, Princeton, NJ
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“one of the most comprehensive indigenous policy proposals ever devised,”
Dr. David E. Wilkins, The Hank Adams Reader (2011)

“Like most things he’s written,” “Hank Adams, an unassuming visionary,”
Suzan Harjo, Indian Country Today, o1-11-2006
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“His anger was always quiet,” Susan Hvalsoe Komori to author, 08-15-2016

Garment description of Adams’ negotiating skills, Leonard Garment, Crazy
Rhythm from Brooklyn and jazz to Nixon's White House, Watergate, and

beyond (1997)

“Our initial phone conversation,” Ibid.

“You're going to fly back tomorrow,” Bud Krogh to Timothy Naftali and
John Powers, Richard Nixon Presidential Library (2007)

Never thought he’d live beyond the age of 40, Adams to author, 07-27-2016

“I can’t identify him,” Trova Heffernan, Where the Salmon Run, the Life and
Legacy of Billy Frank Jr. (2012)

“In my mind histories written a generation,” Vine Deloria Jr., “The Most
Important Indian,” 1974

“He is one of the most,” Komori to author, 08-15-2016
“He was never linear,” Ibid.

“If you're looking at documents that are unattributed,” Suzan Harjo,
“Nobody Gives Us Sovereignty,” Native Nations Institute, The University of
Arizona, www.nnidatabase.org/video/suzan-shown-harjo-nobody-gives-us-
sovereignty-busting-stereotypes-and-walking-walk

“In my own image of him,” Komori to author, 08-15-2016

“Mad genius,” Trova Heffernan, Where the Salmon Run, the Life and Legacy
of Billy Frank Jr. (2012)

“For some reason I still don’'t fully understand,” “Hank Adams, an
unassuming visionary,” Suzan Harjo, Indian Country Today, 01-11-2006

“Hank Adams, early on,” Trova Heffernan, Where the Salmon Run (2012)

Adams family tree and Fort Peck roots, Adams to author, 07-27-2016
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“My life was redirected,” Hank Adams to followers on Facebook, 04-15-2015

“didn’t give a damn about my movies,” Trova Heffernan, Where the Salmon
Run, the Life and Legacy of Billy Frank Jr. (2012)

Brando land donation, Adams in a statement released by the Survival of
American Indian Association, 01-04-1975

“What the hell are you doing here?” Trova Heffernan, Where the Salmon
Run, the Life and Legacy of Billy Frank Jr. (2012)

“My mom and dad joined,” Adams to Facebook followers

Shooting in 1971, Press release about the shooting of Hank Adams, Trova
Heffernan, Where the Salmon Run, the Life and Legacy of Billy Frank Jr. (2012)

“When Hank came into the fishing rights struggle,” Dr. David E. Wilkins,
The Hank Adams Reader (2011)

“I don’t even know what the BIA is,” Harjo recounting the BIA occupation
to author, 08-12-2016

“An all-black force,” Adams to author, 07-27-2016
“The steps were lined with,” Harjo to author, 08-12-2016

Description of BIA sacking, Paul Chaat Smith, Robert Allen Warrior, Like a
Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee (1996) and
Bradley G. Shreve, Red Power Rising, The National Indian Youth Council and
the Origins of Native Activism (2011)

“Hank Adamg’ role in the peaceful,” Leonard Garment in Indian Country
Today, 01-06-2006

“Indians Ask Nixon To Solve Impasse,” The New York Times, 11-06-1972

“I knew it was risky,” “Hank Adams says he had been helping F.B.1.,” The
Seattle Times, 02-03-1973

“is to raise a false issue,” “Indians’ Plea Rejected,” Santa Cruz Sentinel, o1-
12-1973

“We were clinging to our weapons,” “We Shall Remain,” An American
Experience, PBS

“They were up to no good,” Ibid.
“We had just finished eating,” Ibid.

“Come to their senses, to think of the innocent people,” Ralph Erickson, a
special assistant to the U.S. attorney general, Department of Justice, 03-08-
1973, www.bia.gov/cs/groups/public/documents /text/idc-022298.pdf
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“I asked Adams to work informally,” Leonard Garment, Crazy Rhythm from
Brooklyn and jazz to Nixow's White House, Watergate, and beyond, (1997)

“the best that can be secured,” Memo to Vine Deloria Jr., President, Institute
for Development of Indian Law, 05-16-1973, Hank Adams Papers, Seeley G.
Mudd Manuscript Library, Princeton, NJ

“for the dispossession of,” Ibid.

“The internal warfare,” Leonard Garment, Crazy Rhythm from Brooklyn and
Jjazz to Nixonw's White House, Watergate, and beyond, (1997)

General description of role as emissary at Wounded Knee, Memo to Vine
Deloria Jr., President, Institute for Development of Indian Law, 05-16-1973,
Hank Adams Papers, Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library, Princeton, NJ

“There were interior department officials,” Ibid., “carrying the two,” “U.S.
Agencies Squabbled On Wounded Knee Moves,” The New York Times, 06-

©9-1973

Hank Adams to Lloyd Meeds, Chairman, U.S. House of Representatives
Subcommittee on Indian Affairs, regarding causes of Wounded Knee,
04-19-1973, Hank Adams Papers, Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library,
Princeton, NJ

“any jurisdiction, rural or urban, in the United States.” Bruce Elliott
Johansen, Encyclopedia of the American Indian Movement, 2013

“carrying the two,” “U.S. Agencies Squabbled On Wounded Knee Moves,”
The New York Times, 06-09-1973

“Itis not the contents of this letter,” “Wounded Knee Solution Offered,” The
Montana Standard, 05-06-1973

“It’s a long time back,” Leonard Garment in Indian Country Today, 01-06-
2006

“the longest-lasting ‘civil disorder’ in 200 years,” “Occupy Wounded Knee:
A 71-Day Siege and a Forgotten Civil Rights Movement,” The Atlantic, 10-
23-2012

“Hank Adams is one of the bravest and finest men,” “Hank Adams: A Brave
and Fine Man.” Indian Country Today, 01-11-2006
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